Asian births in Bradford rose from 22% of the total births in 1975 to 30.5% in 1981 . This retrospective study examines the stillbirth and infant mortality rates in Bradford and compares the Asian with the non-Asian community. Considerable differences in mortality rates are shown and reasons to account for this are discussed. In addition deaths with associated congenital abnormality are examined in more detail.
Methods
Unlike some other hospital based studies' 2 these data are derived from all births and infant deaths occurring within a health district. In Bradford 99% of births take place in the city ' 
Discussion
Rates for stillbirths and deaths under the age of 1 year were throughout higher in the Asian population. These high mortality rates have been seen in previous studies of immigrant groups, but this paper illustrates the large burden of congenital abnormality borne by the Asian population in this area. With regard to stillbirths, malformations of the central nervous system are the most common congenital abnormality in both groups but the incidence of this in the Asian population, 3-3/1000 total births (35 babies), is almost double that in the non-Asian population (1.4/1000). Nevertheless, all types of congenital abnormality are more common in the Asian population, and in particular we show that multiple congenital abnormality is much 
